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Decisions related to school size, as the 
Chairman of the Planning and Implementation 
Commission noted in the October issue of 
Success Through Co-operation, are expected 
to be among the most difficult facing the 
Commissioners this year. Proposals from 
Roman Catholic separate school boards to 
create small secondary schools, and 
potential enrolment drops in nearby public 
secondary schools as a result, raise 
concerns about the narrowing of program 
options for students in both systems. 

Educators generally agree that small 
schools cannot hope to match the breadth of 
program available to students in large 
composite schools. The question then 
becomes: How important is breadth, when the 
social and personal values of the small 
school are taken into account? 

To illustrate the relative merits of 
large and small secondary schools, this 
article briefly examines two sharply 
contrasting schools in the eastern Ontario 
county of Lennox and Addington. Napanee 


District Secondary School (NDSS) in the town 


of Napanee has an enrolment of 1 589, 
employs a teaching staff of 91, and offers 
242 courses in a semestered program. North 
Addington Education Centre (NAEC), serving 
the sparsely populated area north of 
Highway 7, is a K-13 school with 185 
students an 17 teachers at the secondary 
level. NAEC is located in the village of 
Cloyne, 65 kilometres north of Napanee. 
NAEC's calendar lists 99 courses for the 
current school year. Since in practice 
several of these courses are combined, 
either by grade or by level of difficulty, 
the total number of classes taught is 78. 
Although, in view of the school's size, 
its course list is impressive, important 
differences in course offerings show up in 
the technical and business programs. NDSS 
offers 48 technical courses, including 
several at the advanced level. 
wide range of subjects, including 
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construction technology, cabinet making, 
architectural drafting, analog and digital 
electronics, and fluid power and control. 
NAEC, with only one full-time teacher of 
technical subjects, offers three industrial 
arts courses at the general level and five 
basic-level courses. In business education, 
NDSS offers 27 courses, including a year 
five course at the advanced level, in 
contrast to NAEC's three courses -- Grades 9 
and 10 typing and Grade 10 business 
practice, all offered at the general level. 


Broad Enrolment Base Enables 
Introduction of New Programs 


“When we want to introduce a new program, 
we can count on a broad base of students,” 
said Rod Hughes, Principal of NDSS. “This 
year, for example, we began three classes in 
industrial physics. Even though we had 
courses in electronics and computers, we 
felt we were short in the high-tech area and 
needed industrial physics to complete our 
program. 

“Since we offer a varied program, many of 
our students take one or two technical or 
business courses along with their academic 
subjects. Virtually every student takes 
typing. If we didn't have such a range of 
vocational and business programs in this 
school, my guess is that we'd lose 304 of 
our students before graduation.” 

Dave Cuddy, NAEC's full-time technical 
teacher, said that the school's technical 
program cannot meet all the students' 
needs. The school has two shops, one set up 
primarily for wood working and sheet metal, 
the other for small engines and automotive 
repair and servicing. Sometimes equipment 
is scarce and outmoded, because the shops 
were originally designed to deliver broad 
industrial arts programs rather than 
specific technical training. 

“We offer some general industrial arts 
courses, and at the basic level, try to 
branch into specific areas like wood working 
and small engines,” he said. "The number of 
students is another limitation. Some kids 
are really interested in auto-body work, for 
instance, but there are too few for us to 
offer it as a separate course. Our pupils 
working at the basic and general levels 
don't have many choices.” 

North Addington's shortage of options 
presents problems in business education as 
well. Ron Pethick, program instructor, 
pointed out that neither bookkeeping nor 
marketing is offered, even though they would 
be useful to students in the summer jobs 
available in the region as well as in 
subsequent employment. The school has one 
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full-sized typing room equipped with manual 
typewriters and a small anteroom with 
electric and electronic machines. 


NAEC Well Supplied with Computer Resources 


In other respects, NAEC is relatively 
well supplied for a small school. Its 
computer resources, used by students from K 
to 13, include 17 ICONs and various models 
of the Apple. NAEC was one of the pilot 
schools for the Computers in Education 
Project for the Ministry of Education. The 
school offers two introductory courses in 
Grade 10: a computer science and a data 
processing course in Grade 11, and a 
computer science course in Grade 12 -- a 
program that compares favourably with the 
one offered by NDSS. 

The school's location in a somewhat 
remote village makes it difficult to find 
co-operative education placements. 

Ron Pethick, who runs the program, says the 
school itself is the largest source of the 
dozen or so placements this year. In the 
Napanee area, placement opportunities 
outnumber applicants. Each semester, NDSS 
has more than one hundred students on the 
program, supervised by a full-time 
co-ordinator. 

Providing special education and a full 
basic-level program are two additional 
hurdles faced by NAEC. Mrs. Audrey Benn, 
who teaches three subjects at the basic 
level and a special education class, said 
that the school cannot meet the needs in 
either area. 

“Once we get beyond Grade 10, too few 
courses have been developed at the basic 
level. Students taking these courses have 
to complete some general-level courses in 
order to earn enough credits to graduate. 
Some of them manage to do so but with great 
difficulty.” 

The school Principal, Ronald Doll, said 
that one of his goals is to broaden course 
offerings at the basic level. 

Additional problems experienced by the 
school at the secondary level include very 
small Grade 13 classes (eight students this 
year) and heavy teacher workloads, owing to 
the need for several preparations. Despite 
these and other drawbacks, Mr. Doll and his 
teachers appreciate the virtues peculiar to 
a small school. Mr. Doll, who is new to the 
school this year, is favourably impressed by 
its atmosphere: “The advantage of a small 
school is the closeness, the intimacy. The 
teachers get to know the students much 
better, and the students get to know each 
other. Classes tend to be smaller. In this 
particular school, there is little staff 
turnover, with the result that the teachers 
become even more knowledgeable about 
students and their families. 


Relaxed, Open Quality 
Evident in a Small School 


The centre is a modern, attractively 
decorated facility, situated on fifteen 
acres bordering Highway 41. The visitor's 
impression is one of openness, warmth, and 
friendliness. The school has a relaxed 
quality; the interchanges between students 
and teachers in the hallways between classes 
and after school are informal but polite. 

The visitor's initial impression of NDSS 
is somewhat different. The school consists 
of four sections, which the floor plan calls 
“blocks” (a term that Mr. Hughes would like 
to replace). The main entrance to the 
school leads into the oldest section, 
A-Block. To the right is the attendance 
office, which uses a computerized system to 
keep track of students. Past this office 
stretches a seemingly endless corridor -- 
narrow, high-ceilinged, and lined with 
lockers. During room changes, students move 
smartly through the corridors, keeping to 
the right as instructed. A tour of the 
school from A-Block to D-Block reveals quiet 
hallways, well-ordered classrooms, and 
diligent students. Even the casual observer 
senses that NDSS runs like a Swiss watch. 
How closely, the visitor wonders, do the 
students identify with this smoothly 
functioning mechanism? 

"To instil a sense of belonging in a 
school of this size, we have to work on it 
all the time," Mr. Hughes said. "We do two 
or three things that really work. We offer 
industrial arts and family studies to 
Grades 7 and 8 students in most of our 
feeder elementary schools. They are brought 
in once a week and introduced to the 
building over a two-year period, so their 
arrival here in Grade 9 is not traumatic. 
With the others, we try to get out to talk 
to them in their schools and bring them in 
for tours of the building. During the last 
two weeks of summer, we open the building so 
that the pupils can come in, put locks on 
their lockers, explore the building and get 
used to new surroundings. 

“We also try to set up a students' 
council that really is a decision-making 
body for school activities.” 

Mr. Hughes has been Principal of NDSS for 
five years and was previously Vice-Principal 
for five years. He is a graduate of the 
school and sensitive to the background of 
the students. 

"During my first two or three years as 
Vice-Principal," he said, “we had new 
students coming into the office upset, some 
even crying, because they couldn't read 
their timetables or find their classes. 
We've now taken steps to eliminate these 
problems.” 


Rod Hughes, Principal of Napanee District 
Secondary School and a student. 


Code of Behaviour Helps 
Curb Discipline Problems 


Maintenance of discipline, often 
perceived as a major flaw in large secondary 
schools, presents few problems at NDSS. 

Much of the reason is the small-town 
location. The clarity and detail of the 
school procedures, spelled out in a bulky 
handbook, also help to avoid problems. 

“Here in Napanee we don't have the 
problems of large urban schools,” Mr. Hughes 
noted. "We also strive to be consistent when 
applying the rules. We have a written code 
of behaviour and we also strongly encourage 
self-discipline among our students.” 

The task of managing a large, complex 
school such as NDSS demands careful 
supervision and constant communication, 

Mr. Hughes said. As a result, “You have a 
lot more paper circulating than you would 
have in a small school.” The sheer amount 
of paper, however, conveys the impression 
that the chief means of contact in the 
school is paper-to-person. With so many 
students to keep informed, this is perhaps 
inevitable. 

Finally, to return to the problem posed 
at the outset of this article, how is the 
Commission to decide whether the impact of 
the establishment or expansion of a Roman 
Catholic secondary school will result in too 
small a public secondary school for it to be 
viable or whether the planned Roman Catholic 
secondary school itself will be too small? 
It is difficult indeed to decide when a 
secondary school is too small. Expectations 


for the schooling to be provided are 
intimately related to the kind of community 
served. 


NORTHERN BOARDS 


NOT EXTENDING 


Almost all of the small Roman Catholic 
separate school boards in Northern Ontario 
have chosen not to submit plans for 
extension to the Planning and Implementation 
Commission for 1985-1986, and some have 
deferred them indefinitely. The reasons, 
set forth in briefs presented last August to 
the Standing Committee on Social 
Development, are twofold: the enrolment 
base for a Catholic secondary school is too 
small, and the boards want to avoid 
weakening the viability of existing public 
secondary schools. 

Most of the boards, however, are 
considering seeking agreements with the 
coterminous boards of education to establish 
classes in religious education and family 
life, as would be permitted under Section 
L36ds) of Bul ie30; 

Four RCSS boards in the Northwestern 
Region have no plans for extension, while 
two -- Fort Frances-Rainy River and North of 
Superior -- have not ruled out the 
possibility. The general sentiment, 
however, was expressed in the brief from the 
Dryden District RCSS Board. Graduates of 
the board's two elementary schools now 
attend public secondary schools in Dryden 
and Sioux Lookout. The brief says: 


We have recognized that these high 
schools, with their limited enrolment, 
epitomize the situation in many Northern 
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communities. It is our intention to 
honour the commitment made by separate 
school boards across this province, that 
no action taken as a result of completion 
of the separate school system shall 
jeopardize the presently-operating 
secondary school system. Therefore, we 
have not submitted a plan to implement 
separate secondary school education in 
our jurisdiction at this time. 


James C. Seeley, Vice-Chairman of the 
RCSS board and presenter of the brief, said 
later that, beginning in September, 1986, 
his board planned to offer religious 
education and family studies to Grades 9, 
10, and 11 Roman Catholic students. They 
would take the classes in the Roman Catholic 
separate elementary schools in Dryden and 
Sioux Lookout rather than in the secondary 
schools. Mr. Seeley said this arrangement 
was satisfactory to the Dryden Board of 
Education. 

The Red Lake Area Combined RCSS Board 
said that it realized that Red Lake District 
Secondary School, with only 375 students, 
had limited program viability. “Any move on 
our part to establish a second high school 
could well put the secondary education 
presently available in this area in an even 
less advantageous position than it is now,” 
the brief observed. It also expressed 
interest in reaching an agreement to supply 
a qualified teacher for religious education 
and family life classes for Roman Catholic 
students attending the secondary school. 

Further south, the Atikokan RCSS Board 
noted in its submission that Atikokan High 
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School has an enrolment of 390 Students, 
about a third of whom come from the town's 
only separate elementary school. The 
submission expressed satisfaction with the 
level of education provided at the high 
school, praising the “dedication and 
professionalism" of its teachers and the 
co-operation of the board of education “in 
meeting the educational aspirations of all 
students". Since the enrolment is too small 
for two secondary schools, the RCSS board 
chose not to seek to establish its own 
school. The brief added that the board did 
not plan to do so “until numbers warrant and 
until we can be sure that public education 
will suffer no harm.” 

The Geraldton District RCSS Board has 
also chosen to defer submitting a plan for 
extension. At present, Geraldton has a 
two-entity secondary school with an 
enrolment that is three-quarters anglophone 
and one-quarter francophone. 

In its submission to the standing 
committee, the Fort Frances-Rainy River 
District RCSS Board recognized that any 
initiative that would affect enrolment at 
Rainy River High School (225 students) 
“could jeopardize program offerings at that 
school”. The RCSS board's opinion, however, 
was that in Fort Frances, which has one 
medium-sized secondary school and one small 
one, “the possibility exists for the 
establishment of a separate secondary school 
entity within the present public high school 
operation.” 

Although the North of Superior District 
RCSS Board has not submitted a plan for 
extension, its Director, George Matys, said 
that a board committee is studying the 
situation. It is looking closely at each 
community in the jurisdiction, which 
stretches from Nipigon east to Manitouwadge, 
and is considering a range of possibilities. 

“We might take action on a small scale in 
September, 1986, but don't expect to attempt 
any major thrust until 1987 at the 
earliest,” Mr. Matys said. 

“Demographic changes are occurring, 
particularly in the town of Marathon, where 
the population is predicted to triple as a 
result of the Hemlo gold strike. 
Falconbridge has plans to open a new mine 
just north of Schreiber. We'll have to wait 
and see the nature of the new population. 

We intend to move slowly so that we don't 
disrupt any of the good things now taking 
place.” 

Two years ago, enrolment in Holy Saviour 
School in Marathon was only 22. It rose to 


42 last year, and this September, Matys 
said, the school has twelve portables. 
public elementary school has also 
experienced a rapid enrolment increase. 

In the Midnorthern Region, the Hornepayne 
and the North Shore District RCSS boards 


The 


have not submitted plans for extension. 
Hornepayne, an isolated town on the CN line 
south of Highway 11, has a secondary school 
of only 134 students. The North Shore 
District RCSS Board operates elementary 
schools from Espanola on the east to Blind 
River on the west. The North Shore Board of 
Education operates secondary schools in 
Blind River and Elliot Lake, both of them 
two-entity schools. 

The two RCSS boards in the Northeastern 
Region that have not submitted plans are 
those in Hearst and Kapuskasing. Hearst has 
one two-entity secondary school that is 
predominantly francophone. The Kapuskasing 
Board of Education operates three secondary 
schools, one mixed and one French-speaking 
in Kapuskasing, and a small two-entity 
school in Smooth Rock Falls. The two 
boards, however, have reached a tentative 
agreement for a block transfer of the 
francophone schools, Cité des Jeunes in 
Kapuskasing, and Ecole secondaire Smooth 
Rock Falls, by September of 1986. 
Arrangements to accommodate the 
English-speaking Roman Catholic secondary 
students are still under discussion. 


THE CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE 


The Minister of Education and members of the 
Planning and Implementation Commission have 
repeatedly emphasized that they will 
endeavour to not permit the extension of the 
Roman Catholic separate school system to 
detract from the quality of education 
offered in Ontario's public secondary 
schools. In ensuring the preservation of 
quality programs in these schools, the 
Commission will depend markedly on the good 
sense and sensitivities of educators, 
trustees, and parents at the local level. 

It is therefore gratifying to note that a 
significant number of RCSS boards in 
Northern Ontario, as reported in this issue 
of Success Through Co-operation, have chosen 
to defer extension, primarily because they 
realize the enrolment base in their 
communities is too small to support another 
secondary school. In some instances, it is 
so small that the existing secondary school 
may be hard-pressed to mount a full program. 

Another article in this issue describes 
developments in the southwestern Ontario 
counties of Huron and Perth. Here too there 
is evidence of commendable restraint. The 
Huron-Perth RCSS Board chose to delay making 
a decision and is planning for extension in 
September of 1986 in Perth. The RCSS board 
wished to take time to study alternative 
models thoroughly and consult widely before 
proposing specific action. 


In pursuing a careful and sensible course 
of action, these boards are displaying the 
kind of prudence that the Commission, along 
with other sectors of the Ontario education 
community, has been consistently advocating. 

The reasons for deferral are set out in 
the briefs submitted to the province's 
Standing Committee on Social Development. 
They reflect not only the northern RCSS 
boards' awareness of the often precarious 
nature of secondary school programming in 
their region, but also the respect they have 
for the public secondary schools. This 
attitude is explicit in the brief presented 
by the Atikokan RCSS Board: “We have found 
the level of education provided at the 
Atikokan High School to be excellent.” It 
seems evident that satisfaction with the 
education provided by the public secondary 
schools has enabled the RCSS boards to make 
the decision to defer with a minimum of 
unease. 

Two other noteworthy themes that emerge 
from a reading of the northern boards' 
briefs to the standing committee are 
reliance on local solutions and optimism 
about the possibilities of co-operation. 
The Red Lake Area Combined Roman Catholic 
Separate School Board brief echoes the 
Commission's own constant hope when it 
comments: "It is essential, we believe, to 
see that it is left to local communities to 
seek appropriate solutions." In Red Lake, 
the brief continues, “we do not foresee 
there arising any situation which cannot be 
resolved by local people sitting down and 
deciding what is best for the education of 
our young people." 

The North of Superior District RCSS 
Board, which operates a model shared school 
in Nakina in conjunction with the Nakina 
District School Area Board, expresses the 
hope that the new legislation “might be a 
catalyst that spurs on many forms of col- 
laboration and sharing to meet the unique 
needs of small northern communities.” 

Extension of separate school education 
presents formidable challenges to small 
communities in all parts of Ontario, but 
especially in the north. These are 
challenges that have to be met with 
patience, understanding, and a willingness 
to seek mutually acceptable solutions. 
Although dissonance about the issue of 
extension seems to be prominently reported, 
the decisions taken by these small school 
boards strike a reassuring if unpublicized 
note. 


W. T. Newnham, 
Chairman 


HURON-PERTH RCSS 
BOARD DELAYS 


INTRODUCTION OF 
SECONDARY EDUCATION 


To ensure that Catholic secondary education 
is established on a firm footing, the 
Huron-Perth RCSS Board has chosen to move 
slowly toward providing it within the two 
adjacent counties served by the board. 

In fact, in Huron County the board is 
delaying even making a decision on 
implementation until September of 1988. In 
Perth County, it plans to begin Grade 9 in 
Stratford in September 1986 as the first 
step toward a full secondary school. 

The RCSS board has not offered classes 
past Grade 8 in either county for many 
years, and therefore wants to take ample 
time to plan carefully before acting. 

“For us, these are new beginnings,” said 
Bill Eckert, Director of the Huron-Perth 
RCSS Board, “and we want to establish solid 
programming and organization before we offer 
classes. This is the main reason for 
waiting a year in Perth County. In Huron, 
we felt a need to inform our ratepayers of 
the possibilities open to them, and gauge 
the degree of support for Catholic 
education.” 

Catholic education beyond elementary 
school has not been available in Perth 
County since the mid-1960s, when a private 
secondary school staffed by the Loretto 
Sisters closed in Stratford. St. Michael's 
School was subsequently built in central 
Stratford as a junior high school. However, 
because there was no Catholic schooling 
available in the senior grades, interest in 
enrolment in Grades 9 and 10 was 
insufficient to establish senior classes. 
The school has therefore been restricted to 
Grades 7 and 8. 

Since it has most of the facilities 
required by a small secondary school 
(science laboratory, library, gymnasium, 
auditorium, music room), St. Michael's has 
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been chosen as the site of the Catholic 
Secondary school to serve Perth County. 
Although Huron County has never had a 
Catholic secondary school, for Many years a 
continuation school (Grades 9 to 12) 
administered by the Ursuline Sisters 
operated in the village of Dublin as a 
non-denominational school, with an enrolment 
about 60% Catholic. The school closed in 
1969, and the building now houses the 
offices of the Huron-Perth RCSS Board. 


Catholic Population Dispersed 
Throughout the Counties 
ee MONIC ES) 


The Catholic population in the two 
counties is not large, composing about 15 to 
20% of the total, and is not concentrated in 
any one area. According to the RCSS board's 
estimate, the pool of Roman Catholic 
secondary students in both counties totals 
about 1 000. The challenge for the RCSS 
board is to decide where to place a 
secondary school in each county in order to 
serve the greatest number. Stratford is the 
obvious choice in Perth, and although 
Goderich is the largest town in Huron, 
Clinton is more central. 

"Realistically, we probably won't be able 
to serve all of the two counties," 

Mr. Eckert said. "To minimize busing, we 
think that Stratford and Clinton are the 
best locations. A circle with a twenty-mile 
radius centred in Stratford takes in 90% of 
the area of Perth, and a similar circle with 
its centre in Clinton includes 72% of 

Huron. We could enlarge our area of service 
by putting on some express runs to bus 
students in from farther away." 


Survey Predicts 64 Grade 9 Pupils 
in Stratford By 1986 


The population distribution in Perth 
County creates a more easily managed 
situation, owing both to Stratford's size 
and relatively central location. The RCSS 
board's survey of parents and ratepayers 
indicated that 64 of the present Grade 7 
pupils in Perth County would enrol in a 
Grade 9 class at St. Michael's School in 
September, 1986 -- 50 of them from Stratford 
itself. 

Few students, the survey showed, would 
ride the bus in from the nearby towns of 
St. Marys and Mitchell, in which the Perth 
County Board of Education operates secondary 
schools. The impact on the enrolment in 
these schools would thus be negligible. 

Paul Sherratt, Director of the board of 
education, expressed concern that since both 
of them were composite schools with some 
small classes, neither could afford to lose 
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Following a summer meeting are, 
right: William Eckert, Director of Education, 
Huron-Perth RCSS Board; Paul Sherratt, 
Director of Education, Perth County Board of 
Education; and John McCauley, Superintendent 
of Education, Huron-Perth RCSS Board. 


not foresee that the establishment of 

St. Michael's as a secondary school would 
exert a significant impact on public 
secondary school enrolment. 

John McCauley, Superintendent of 
Education for the Huron-Perth RCSS Board, 
said that although St. Michael's has a 
capacity of 310, more space would be needed 
by 1990. The board's survey suggested that 
parents who are now undecided would consider 
enrolling their children in St. Michael's 
when the course calendar was complete or 
after the school had demonstrated its 
quality and success. 

Grade 7 and 8 pupils will be retained at 
St. Michael's until the Grades 9 to 12/0AC 
enrolment is sufficient to fill all the 
classrooms. 

"We will be able to offer a full program 
in the academic subjects and the Arts, as 
well as a number of commercial subjects,” 
Mr. McCauley said. "A micro-computer 
network has been set up and can be used for 
both business programs and computer 
studies. Although St. Michael's has an 
annex that could be renovated to offer 
technical programs, we would prefer to 
purchase these from the public board to 
avoid expensive duplication.” 

At present, the RCSS board purchases some 
special education programs from the board of 
education. Mr. Sherratt said the board of 
education would be willing to accommodate 
separate school students in technical 


many students to the separate school system. | programs provided space is available for 
Within Stratford, however, Mr. Sherratt did then. 
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Huron County Situation 
Requires Additional Study 


The situation in Huron County contrasts 
with that in Perth in several important 
respects: there is no large population 
centre, Roman Catholic secondary education 
has been largely non-existent in recent 
years, and the RCSS board has no building 
readily adaptable to secondary school uses. 

Fortunately, however, the Huron County 
Board of Education has expressed its 
willingness to share the facilities of 
Central Huron Secondary School in Clinton. 
One entire wing of the school, containing 
twelve classrooms, is currently unused. 

“Through their liaison committees, the 
two boards have discussed sharing of Central 
Huron in considerable detail," Bill Eckert 
said. “We toured the school building and 
discussed what kinds of programs might be 
offered. Our students would occupy one wing 
of the building. We would form our own 
classes where numbers were large enough, and 
otherwise our students would join classes in 
the public school section. Technical 
programs would be purchased from the board 
of education. 

“The Huron Board of Education was quite 
receptive to the notion of sharing. They 
recognized the advantages of having larger 
numbers of pupils for certain programs, and 
of being able to establish shorter and more 
cost-efficient bus routes.” 

Messrs. Eckert and McCauley, and 
community members of a secondary school 
planning committee made numerous 
presentations to Catholic ratepayers 
throughout the county. These were attended 
by more than 800 persons. The survey 
conducted by the RCSS board revealed that 
parents would enrol 44 students in a Grade 9 
secondary school program in Clinton in 
September, 1986, a number somewhat short of 
the figure the RCSS board believed was 
needed to establish a viable program. 

“The survey showed that parents supported 
the concept of Roman Catholic secondary 
education in Huron County," Mr. Eckert 
explained. “However, it also indicated that 
they either didn't understand or were not in 
favour of the school-within-a-school 
structure at Central Huron.” 


Two-Year Study of Shared Facilities Planned 


Since the parents and ratepayers lacked 
direct experience of shared facilities, the 
RCSS board decided that what was needed was 
information on how well these work in other 
jurisdictions. Over the next two years, 
board officials, particularly Mr. McCauley, 
will inspect two-entity schools in Ontario 
and other provinces. They will videotape 
interviews with principals, teachers, 


students and parents, and then use the tapes 
as the basis of an information program for 
Catholic parents and students in Huron 
County. 

Initially, for Huron County, the pro- 
gram's target audience will be the present 
Grade 5 pupils in separate elementary 
schools and their parents. The board will 
try to determine how many parents would be 
willing to register their children in a 
Grade 9 class in a Catholic section of a 
shared school in September, 1988. 

The survey suggested that 51 students in 
the present Grade 5 would register -- a 
number still below the RCSS board's minimum 
OL 

In the meantime, as of September, 1985 
the Huron-Perth RCSS Board is offering 
religious education credits (Grade 9) 
through continuing education programs in 
Huron County. As well, the board will 
explore the possibility of offering 
religious education credits to Catholic 
students in the Huron County public 
secondary schools during the 1986-87 and 
1987-88 school years. 

R. B. Allan, Director of the Huron County 
Board of Education, said that he was pleased 
with the course of discussions and noted 
that there has traditionally been a good 
working relationship between the two boards 
in the county. On its part, the RCSS board, 
in its final report on secondary school 
planning, expressed appreciation to the 
Huron County Board of Education for its 
co-operation and assistance. 

“Had there been sufficient students to 
establish a Catholic secondary school in 
Clinton,” the report stated, “it would have 
been successful not only because of the 
dedication of parents, students and 
teachers, but because of our continued 
efforts to work together to provide quality 
education to the children in our care." 


The deadline for submission of 
Board Plans and Impact Statements 


for 1986-87 is 
November 29, 1985. 
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